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Habitat's homeowners set record 
All 326 pay Oct mort!,rages on time 
By CIIrIs Ecllegaroy 
THE TENNESSE...l,N 

Nashville's Habitat for 
Hwnanity is celebrating a 
milestc..m~ in its 25-ye-.rr his­
'tory thafs particularly 
notable in this recession. 

In October, all of the char­
ity's 326 homeowners paid 
their mortgagl'S on tim~. 
and most of their family 
incomes are under $30,000 
per y~ar. '1 he accomplish­
ment comes at the same 
time about,S percent of Mid­
dle Tennessee mortgages 
arc W days or more past 

due. al:l.urding to resc:an.:h · 
firm First American CoreL­
ogic. 

Habitat didn1 always 
enjoy that kind of re<.:ord. 
Seyen years ago, its home­
O\vneIS had a 44 percent 
ddinqucD<'."Y rdtc. 

"I aIl1 very, very proud," 
said C:hris McCarthy, cxe<.:­
utivc director for Habitat for 
Hwnanity. ''The delin­
quem.:y classes arc the rea-: 
son that this L. happening. I 
will never forget b~ck in 
2002, and that waS not 
acceptable." . 

1be orgJ.D.ization started 

a new' curriculum in 2005 
called HODlc""orks, aimed 
at teaching potential Habitat 
homt'Own~rs how to budget 
and make good fin,'Ulcial . 
d~cisil}ns. Habitat also 
CIl<1ctCd tight policies on 
dealing with lat~ mQrtg.:tg~ 
payments. Habitat sends a 
letter when ·a homeowner is 
15 days late and another one 
after 30 days. Foreclosure 
starts wben the mortgage is 
45 days late. compared to 
the thr~ months b.mks 
often grant. 

'1£ you don't pay YOUT 

mortgage. you impact our 
a-Oility to put new families in 
homes," Mc-carthy said 
"You are not doing any bet-

ler than when we found 
you. Originally, it was a lack 
. of flllancia1 education and 
lad of Tt.":)ponsibility." 

There are 426 Habitat 
l1om~ in Davidson and 
Dickson Counties. In 25 
ye<JTS, Habitat has fore­
closed on 19 homes, 
McCarthy said. 

&fore Angcia 
McCutcheon moved into 
her Jabmine Drive home in 
I'UlC, she ' took the fInance 
c1ass.~, in which OJ coa<.:h sat 
down with her. 

"Whatever you needed, 
whatever you v,ranted to go 
with your budget, they 

» HABITAT, 14B 

Habitat homeowner Gail Horton wit~ her SOIlS Trarnar 
Frieson, center, and Darius Horton. Horton has never 
been late or missed a payment. 

Buyer is punctual 
with payments 
» HABITAT FROM 1B 

made it workable," 
McCutchcon said "It was 
highly informative. They 
went over everything." 

Gail Horton said she ,"15 
not been late with a mort­
gage payment IloIDCC she 
bought her Rainwood 
Drive home seven years 
ago. ''You have to set a 
limit. especially through 
hard timcs," Horton said. 
''1 think people are saving 
and paying it on time 
because you can't fall 
behind. It says a lOt about 
Habitat, the organization." 

A single mother, Horton 
moved from a rental on 
litton Street in East Na~­
ville. Horton said owning a 

home gave her family sta­
bilitv. 

'11: was pretty rough for 
my little boy, growing up 
with gun shots ringing 
out," she said. '1 want 
somcone else blessed with 
this, and rm trying to pay 
it forward" 

For those who own a 
Habitat home and have 
lost their jobs, the organi­
zation sets up a repayment 
plan. McCarthy said. 

"Habitat is not about 
entitlement,"·:me said. '1t's 
about empowcnnent 
They are good, hardwork­
ing people, and I'm real 
proud of them." 
Contact Chris Echegaray at 
665-2144 Of cechegatayiii' 
tef"lMS$ean.t:om. 


