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Habitat honored with Jordan Award 
Nashville Area Habitat 

for Humanity has won the 
2010 Clarence Jordan 
Award for Creativity and 
Irmovation. 

Named for Habitat's spir­
itual leader, the award rec­
ognizes the local Habitat's 
development of manage­
ment processes that helped 
the agency to reach and 
maintain a very low delin­
quency rate. 

The Clarence Jordan 
award is presented to Habi­
tat affiliates that demon­
strate creativity or innova­
tion in affiliate operational 
areas including home 
design, fundraising and vol­
unteer recruitment. It is also 
important that the innova­
tion can be replicated in 
other affiliates. 

The award honors Jor­
dan, the founder of 
Koinonia Farm, a religious 
community in southwest 
Georgia. Jordan believed in 
helping the poor. 

In March 2009, Nashville 
Area Habitat for Humanity 
reported an all-time 24-year 
low mortgage delinquency 
rate of 159 percent Ju," 30 
days later, the agency broke 
that record with an 
unprecedented 0.95 percent 
delinquency rate. In June 
the rate fell to 0.63 percent, 
and in September, Nashville 
Area Habitat set another all­
time 24-year record with a 

Habitat for Humanity volunteers Rachel Roberts, left, 
and Dacia Turner work on a home in the Timberwood 
neighborhood in Nashville in March 2008. The Nash­
ville Area Habitat for Humanity won the 2010 Clarence 
Jordan Award .for·Creativity and Innovation. SANFORD 
MYERS/THE TENNESSEAN/FILE 

zero percent delinquency 
rate. The rate averaged one 
percent and less for all of 
2009. 

Leaders at Nashville Area 
Habitat attribute this suc­
cess, to the diligence of 
Habitat homeowners and 
the teamwork among Habi­
tat's delinquency commit­
tee, HomeWORKS staff and 
volunteers, and the account­
ing staff. HomeWORK.~ 
trainers prepare partner 
families for homeownership 
through a series of courses 
designed to teach new skills 
and encourage new habits. 

The delinquency com­
mittee developed the 
processes and procedures 
that have led to the continu­
ous improvement in delin­
quency rate since 2002. 
Accounting staff member 
Tommy Brasweli works 
with individual families as 
problems arise and dire<.is 
the delinquency manage­
ment function at the agency. 

"Habitat for Humanity 
affiliates look for innovative 
ways to make life better (or 
the families we serve," said 
Jonathan Reckford, CEO of 
Habitat (or Humanity Inter-

national, in a news state­
ment. 'The Clarence Jordan 
Awards allow us to recog­
nize vision and compassion 
and enable us to thank those 
who so faithfully carry out 
our mission." 

"This award is a testa­
ment to the spirit of service 
embodied by the Nashville 
community," said president 
and CEO Chris McCarthy. 
'''This honor and the fiscal 
responsibility of our fami­
lies acknowledge the hard 
work and commitment of 
the volunteers and donors 
who continually work to 
eliminate sub.1:andard 
housing." 

In 2010, Nashville Area 
Habitat will construct 
homes in three neighbor­
hoods: Timberwood and 
Park i'teserve in Nashville 
and Maple Valley in 
Dickson. 

Nashville Area Habitat 
for Humanity (NAHFH) is 
an ecumenical Christian 
ministry that provides the 
life-changing opportunity 
for people to purchase and 
own quality, affordable 
homes. 

In its 26-year history, 
Nashville Area Habitat has 
built more than (,00 homes, 
including 182 overseas. To 
date, the agency has served 
more than ~450 family 
members, including more 
than 930 children. 


