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GNAR PrMident Lucy Smith (left) helps Habitat recipient Errilta Brown cut the ribbon 
to celebrate moving into her new home. Brown's sons, Ryan (assisting) and Reggie 
(standing next to his mother and brother), are also pictured. SUBMITTED 

Homeownership benefits 
the community at large 

As a Realtor, I :un of len 
fOrtunate to sa: {X-'11{lle sap 
inTO homeownership. 
J iowc"cr, no t:.xpcrkncc 
has been as rewarding as 
s~ surru;um: SlL'}> into 

homroo.vnership duough 
I labitat for [ILIIrnlnity. 

Tholic Wlfamiliar with 
the I labitat progr:un oftul 
han: questions ahout how 
the home is paiJ for. I labi­
rAt h OffiL'S are earned 
through sweat equity and 
ulucation, and paid for 
wirh a 1TK>rT'l:,'2!:,'C like most 
OdIeI' home purchases. 
fh.bitlit hOffi(,."S an: not gifts. 
Theyatt: a meaningful step 
intO building "I{calth and an 
entirely nc.v life for those 
who have the upportunity 
TO Ttteive rhem 

"1 he Greater Nashville 
AS.·IOdatkID of Realtors 
dedicated its 14th atUlual 
f Jabital home Ia.~t '\N'c,:k­
end It W2S a pleasure and 
privilege to ham.! the keys 
Tn Errika Brown so ThaT she 
md her two sons CUl begUi 
to cxpcricncc the joys and 
henef1rs of hOl'lleOWner~ 
ship. 

Part of ,,,hat makes this., 
and all Hahiul dcdicatkoru, 
S(J ~rfuJ L'i That the 
hOme(l\\-Tle:t: has \V1Xked 
not oo1y on the building uf 

THE REAL DEAL 

their own home but also 
the homes of their neigh­
hor.; IUld other.; in their 
commuruty. They have 
workul alongside thuse 
&om the SJXmsoring rngm­
izarion and sham.! some of 
thdt ~luml1' with us .. 

Witham a lloubt, dIe 
Brown fumily will enjoy 
being in their new home 
IUld having ncighbon; in 
their community who 
share their appreciation for 
the homes in which they 
live. "1 b ey have all cxpcri­
l1la:d the HumeWork'! 
training together, with a 
focus on C\'crythillg from 
good financial manage­
menr to home repair.. Ibey 
are well equipped tll be 
homeowners. And \\-"'e 

understand that the delin­
quency rate for Habit2t 
homeowners hcre is 1 .. 2 
percent. 

Beyond that, the com­
munity at huge abu OCne-

6~ when someone 
becomes a homeowner 
and bu.:offil:S a cuntributor 
to the commwlity. It 
means something to 

become a more en~ 
stakeholder in the UlInmu­

niry as a result of owning a 
home. f Iomoowncrs tend 
TO be actively irwo lvcd in 
civic, social and faith-based 
organi7.ations, engaged in 
public roucariOll and inter .. 
ested in improving their 
community. 

E, 'ery GNAR. president 
sa~"S that one of the mnST 
memorable moments from 
their cnlin: year of sct:via: 
is the mOlllent when they 
lund the keys t(J the n(:w 
Habitat homeowner. Mer 
having that privilege last 
weekend., J am in complete 
agreement. 

Jf ruu ha"~ "eyer 
worked on a Habintt home, 
you should COllUCt dlcir 
uffice ~t (615) 2..'l4-HOrvlE 
(4663) and volunteer. At 
least consider making a 
monetary contribution .. 
'1 h e work they do has a 
positive impact on our 
colDlmmiry and desen~ 
support. from all of u.'i. 

lot)'Smittl~~';f1fc.'utl!l~ 
~q/RNftor>.9o! ... bo~ .. 
hl·.'I4 1-M17<6 .'~ 


