
 

 

 

Habitat’s Continued Impact on Affordable Homeownership 
Starts Back up on Saturday 

Three homes will start construction in Hallmark, Antioch  
 
(NASHVILLE, TN) August 25, 2016 – Habitat for Humanity of Greater Nashville will 
kick off its 2016 fall campaign for affordable homeownership at the Antioch 
neighborhood of Hallmark, Saturday, Aug. 27 at 7:30 a.m. with the construction of 
three new homes for low-income families. 
 
“We will be welcoming 15 new Habitat homeowners in Davidson, Wilson and 
Dickson counties this fall thanks to our great sponsors, who are making such an 
impact on affordable homeownership opportunities in our community ,” said Danny 
Herron, president and CEO of Habitat of Greater Nashville. 
 
Future Habitat Homeowners, Karzan & Gihan Sinjo: Karzan and Gihan are both 
ethnic Kurds from Iraq, but Gihan grew up primarily in the United States. Gihan’s 
father was allowed to relocate with his family as well. They lived in Atlanta until 
2003 when the family moved to Nashville where they had extended family and the 
support of a large Kurdish community. Two of Gihan’s brothers purchased homes 
through Habitat for Humanity, and they encouraged their younger sister to do the 
same. Gihan’s sister, Shelan, is also participating in the Habitat program and will be 
Gihan’s next door neighbor! Karzan and Gihan have dreamt of becoming 
homeowners since they married, but they found saving for a down payment to be 
very challenging on their limited income. Karzan works at an international grocery 
and Gihan works at Walmart. They were also drawn to Habitat because it is a “very 
loving and welcoming environment,” says Gihan. Sponsors: Ashley HomeStore, 
U.S. Bank and the ReStore. 
 
 

Contact: Sherry Stinson (615)500-4645 



Future Habitat Homeowners, Mohammed Abbas & Shelan Sinjo: Mohammed 
and Shelan are both ethnic Kurds from Iraq, but Shelan grew up primarily in the 
United States. Shelan returned to Iraq for a visit with her family in 2011. She met 
Mohammed at her uncle’s home and they immediately had a connection. The 
following year Mohammed joined her in Nashville and they married. Now they are 
the proud parents of young twins – one son and one daughter. Mohammed works 
full time as a school janitor and part time at Taco Bell. Shelan works at a local 
pharmacy. She studied early childhood education and hopes to one day become a 
teacher.  Mohammed would like to focus on improving his English and continuing to 
support his family financially. Shelan’s sister, Gihan, is also participating in the 
Habitat program and will be Shelan’s next door neighbor! “As a child, Mohammed 
didn’t get things he needed because of all of the hardships,” Shelan explains. “He is 
willing to do anything so his children can be successful in life.” Mohammed thanks 
his sponsors “for allowing me to feel safe when I am not home.”  Shelan adds, “This 
is the greatest gift of my family’s life.” Sponsors: Aegis Sciences Foundation, 
AMSURG, and The Interfaith Build. 

 
Future Habitat Homeowners, Starr & Mario Moss: Mario and Starr both grew up 
in Middle Tennessee.  Starr grew up in Nashville in a close-knit family. Mario moved 
to Nashville with his family from a farm outside of Dickson when he was 9 years old. 
Mario has worked as a cook at Broadway Brewhouse since 2010. He dreams of 
opening his own restaurant one day.  Starr stays busy taking care of her health and 
her family, but she also enjoys helping family friends decorate their homes – a skill 
she plans to put to good use in the family’s new Habitat home! The family currently 
lives in a four-bedroom rental home that they couldn’t afford without Section 8 
rental assistance. They are concerned about the high crime rate in their 
neighborhood. In addition, they say the house is not well maintained and conditions 
in the house aggravate the children’s asthma. Starr says. “We are investing in 
something that we can leave to our children. We’re breaking the generational curse 
that has been on both of our families, and we’re learning healthy financial skills, all 
while being young parents. We are determined to never give up on our dreams. We 
know that our sponsors and Habitat have invested their time and money to support 
our family to be better.  It will not be in vain.  We will forever be thankful.” 
Sponsors: “Taste of the Titans" in partnership with the Tennessee Titans and 
Nissan North America; Ajax Turner Co.; Brand Imaging Group; BlueCross 
BlueShield of Tennessee; Coca-Cola Bottling Co. Consolidated; Enterprise 
Electric, LLC; LP Corporation; Motiv8 Foundation; PBG Builders, Inc.; Pinnacle 
Financial Partners; Pyro Shows, Inc.; St. Thomas Health Services; Tennessee 
Farmers Insurance; 3 Sons Media, LLC,; W.G. Yates & Sons Construction Co.; 
WKRN TV; WSMV TV and FOX 17. 
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