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Trauma, depression, but always determination.

That’s the personal journey Kendra Richardson described being on since June 2012, when the man she
planned to marry was found shot to death in a Nashville apartment in a case no one has been prosecuted for.

Richardson’s perseverance reached a milestone moment Saturday, when work on her new Habitat for
Humanity home in Lebanon began.

“A day doesn’t go by when I don’t think about it, because it just happened out of nowhere,” she said, joining the
crew of volunteers to build the home along Lake Street. “(But) I made the ultimate decision to continue life.”

Richardson, 24, got a knock on her door in the middle of the night after police found Marcio Murphy, 20, dead in the Murfreesboro Road apartment that
police suspect was burglarized. Murphy was found by the apartment’s occupant, who had been away.

The case remains under investigation, and there are leads, according to Metro Nashville Police Department spokeswoman Kristin Mumford.

Richardson still longs for closure. She has worked full time at a distribution warehouse and last year graduated from the Tennessee College of Applied
Technology to become a licensed cosmetologist.

Homeownership also has been a goal for Richardson, who has gone through Habitat for Humanity’s program for people who qualify financially to
purchase a home at a more affordable price through volunteers and sponsors.

Habitat homeowners such as Richardson, who has moved around since Murphy’s death, must complete requirements that include classroom and
volunteer hours and time working on a job site to be eligible.

“She gets her determination from her family,” Richardson’s mother, Carol Madlock, said.

Tory Tredway, Wilson County Habitat for Humanity director, said Richardson’s home will be dedicated Nov. 23, with closing scheduled for some time in
December.

“I plan on owning a salon before it’s over,” Richardson said. “Owning a home is just the first step.”

Reach Andy Humbles at 615-726-5939 and on Twitter @AndyHumbles.

Read or Share this story: http://tnne.ws/1tMaByj
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