
 

 

 

Habitat for Humanity Interfaith Build This Weekend 
Celebrates Unity in Diversity 

 
(NASHVILLE, TN – Sept. 16, 2016) Habitat for Humanity of Greater Nashville will 
celebrate a unique gathering of Christian, Muslim and Jewish faith groups on the 
construction build site Saturday and Sunday starting at 7:30 a.m. in the Hallmark 
neighborhood of Antioch. The Islamic Center of Murfreesboro, First 
Presbyterian Church of Franklin and The Temple in Nashville have come 
together to sponsor a weekend home build and work on the build site together for a 
future Habitat homeowner, according to Mike Allen, director of Faith Relations for 
Habitat of Greater Nashville. To celebrate the unique gathering of faiths, there will 
be a special Interfaith Service open to the public tonight at 6 p.m. at The Temple, 
5015 Harding Pike, Nashville. 
 
“All faiths have a provision to help those in need and this is such a great example of 
what unifies our global community of faiths and cultures,” said Allen. “The Interfaith 
Build is the idea of Alan Mazer, who is also on the advisory board at Habitat of 
Greater Nashville, and the faith groups are very excited about working together this 
weekend.” 
 
The Christian, Muslim and Jewish congregations will be working together on 
Mohammad Abbas and Shelan Sinjo’s home. Mohammed and Shelan are both ethnic 
Kurds from Iraq, but Shelan grew up primarily in the United States. Shelan returned 
to Iraq for a visit with her family in 2011 where she met Mohammed. They married 
and are the parents of young twins – one son and one daughter. Mohammed works 
full time as a school janitor and part time at Taco Bell. Shelan works at a local 
pharmacy. She studied early childhood education and hopes to one day become a 
teacher.  Of their new Habitat for Humanity home Shelan adds, “This is the greatest 
gift of my family’s life.” 

Contact: Mike Allen (615) 585-9135 



In addition to the Interfaith Build, the First Presbyterian Church Nashville will be 
starting construction on their 16th home for Nadi Kanakreyeh & Noor Hindiyeh. 
Nadi grew up in a small, rural village in Jordan in the Middle East. Noor was born in 
neighboring Kuwait, but she was only 1-year-old when her family fled the Gulf War 
and joined her extended family in Jordan. Nadi completed a master’s degree in 
finance in Jordan, but he wanted to improve his English and pursue a doctorate 
degree in the United States, so he moved to Nashville in 2009. Noor’s grandfather 
was able to sponsor Noor, her parents, and her siblings to immigrate to the Un ited 
States in 2009. In 2011, they married and they are now the proud parents of two 
daughters and one son. 
 
Habitat for Humanity of Greater Nashville seeks to put God’s love into action by 
bringing people together to build homes, communities and hope. Prior to becoming 
homeowners, Habitat future homeowners attend home education classes, work at 
the build site, and volunteer at Habitat’s retail outlet, the ReStore. Since 1985, 
Habitat of Greater Nashville has built or recycled more than 770 homes. To request 
an application or to receive more information about Habitat for Humanity of Greater 
Nashville, call 615-254-HOME (4663) or visit www.habitatnashville.org. 
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http://www.habitatnashville.org/

